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brought from the only water-hole In the locality,
half a mile away.  My old friend Boi, one of the
Anuapata chiefs, took Hargrave and me one day
in his canoe, to see the Hula boats that were tied
to stakes driven into the ground behind his house.
Including about twenty women, there must have
been from sixty to eighty people on board.    Cocoa-
nuts were piled up in great heaps, and they were
cooking fish.  The odour that greeted our olfactory
organs, therefore, was more strong than agreeable,
I was much struck by the great difference between
the physique of the Hula people and that of any
we had previously seen. If they were a true sample
of the Kirapuno, they are without doubt the most
handsome tribe in the peninsula, if not in New
Guinea. The little children's hair is of a light golden
colour, and that of the young men and women of a
rich auburn; it grows much darker with age, so that
an elderly man frequently appears to have black
hair, but on closer examination it is generally found
to retain a reddish tint. Among the Polynesians
a preparation of lime is sometimes used, to turn
the hair yellow, and it is possible that the same
means   are   here   employed.   The hair   grows   in
ringlets or curling locks, which combined with its
colour, the comparative fairness of their skin, their
symmetrical features, and the fine proportions of
their bodies,  constitute them a  people  of  great,
beauty. This, however, is only the case with young
people and children.   Some of the old hags were
positively  hideous, though  as  children  they  are
pictures of loveliness. One native among the crowd
on deck was as fair as any European, and with his
flaxen hair one would never have supposed him to
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